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in general, relatively less expensive than some competing
technologies. They are also much less land-intensive than many
other types of generation, and thus often can be more easily
sited in urban areas near electric demand. Natural gas
pipelines can be built more quickly than electric transmission
lines (in most states) because they have a comparatively
streamlined permitting process, which often has made it easier
for a plant developer to build a new gas-fired plant near a
large electric load than to build a power plant farther away
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of the operating electricity generating capacity in the United
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generation in 2016, average age of U.S. natural gas power
plantsis 22 years, hydro (64 years), coa (39 years), and
nuclear (36 years) hydro capacity islocated in the States of
Washington, California, and Oregon. The hydropower fleet is
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